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Judge Ronald Merriweather’s life showcases 

his commitment, service, and dedication to 
bettering his community. Madam Speaker, I 
ask that you and my other distinguished col-
leagues join me in celebrating the life of Judge 
Merriweather, and offer his family our deepest 
sympathies at the loss of this great man. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, June 29, 2010, I was not present for 
seven recorded votes. Had I been present, I 
would have voted the following way: roll No. 
395—‘‘nay’’, roll No. 396—‘‘yea’’, roll No. 
397—‘‘nay’’, roll No. 398—‘‘nay’’, roll No. 
399—‘‘yea’’, roll No. 400—‘‘yea’’, and roll No. 
401—‘‘yea.’’ 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBERANCE 
OF PATRICIA A. DORR 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of Patricia 
A. Dorr, devoted wife, mother, grandmother, 
sister and friend. Mrs. Dorr was also a com-
munity activist who served for many years as 
a Councilwoman representing the City of 
Berea. 

Mrs. Dorr created a warm and inviting home 
for her family, friends and neighbors. She was 
an active participant in the lives and special 
events of her family. Her unwavering devotion 
to her family was reflected in the close rela-
tionships she shared with her children and 
grandchildren. Mrs. Dorr’s strong sense of 
faith was a source of strength throughout her 
life. She was a devoted and loved member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Berea, Ohio. 

Patricia was known for her kindness, energy 
and dedication to community. Following her 
dedicated service as Berea City Council-
woman, Mrs. Dorr remained active and partici-
pated in numerous community events and 
fundraisers. Her dedication to making a dif-
ference in the lives of others remained con-
stant throughout her life. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and memory of Mrs. Patricia A. 
Dorr, whose energetic spirit and joy for living 
will endure within the hearts and memories of 
those who loved and knew her best. I extend 
my deepest condolences to her children, 
James, Cynthia, Robert, Brian, Mary, and 
Brigitte; to her twelve grandchildren and spe-
cial grandson; and to her extended family 
members and many friends. 

f 

THE RETIREMENT OF MS. LESLIE 
JUDITH GOLDBERG, R.N. 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to pay tribute to Ms. Leslie Judith Gold-

berg, R.N. to thank her for her 20 years of 
service to the Members and staff of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Almost every staffer in the House complex, 
particularly those who work in the Cannon 
House Office Building, knows Nurse Leslie. Al-
ways smiling, extremely knowledgeable, and 
thorough, she has a legendary ability to help 
staff find the best possible health care serv-
ices for their needs. For years, she has col-
lected feedback on the quality of health practi-
tioners and shared both praise and concerns 
with prospective patients. As a result, she was 
well-known in doctors’ offices throughout the 
region; they were always asking, ‘‘Ahhh, you 
were referred by Nurse Goldberg? Who is this 
Nurse Leslie?’’ 

Born in Providence, Rhode Island, Leslie 
joined her mother and sister in this vital pro-
fession after graduating from the Jewish Hos-
pital of Brooklyn. She went on to work at the 
New York University Hospital in neurosurgery 
and the Regional Institute for Children and 
Adolescents. 

In 1990, Nurse Goldberg joined the Office of 
the Attending Physician and dedicated the end 
of her great career to serving and caring for 
the Members and staff of this institution. She 
is a part of our family. We mourned with her 
when her loving husband, Alan Goldberg, 
passed away far too early in life, and we cele-
brated when she returned to us—her adoptive, 
extended family. 

We all know how much she adores her 
three sons, Michael, Aaron, and David and 
daughter-in-law, Lisa. And her grandson, Ari, 
is the light of her life. While we will Miss her 
laughter, her smile, her caring, skillful tech-
niques, and infinite knowledge, I applaud her 
for taking the time to fulfill her personal 
dreams—travel, volunteer, and most impor-
tantly take care of Ari and the grandchildren to 
come. 

Nurse Goldberg, we will miss you terribly; 
you leave enormous shoes to fill. Thank you 
for your 20 years of service and keeping us 
safe, healthy, informed, and always smiling. 
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HONORING RON GETTELFINGER 
FOR HIS LEADERSHIP OF THE 
UAW 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. CAPUANO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Ron Gettelfinger and his mas-
terful 8-year tenure as president of the United 
Auto Workers. Confronted with the leanest 
membership in the Union’s history and the 
bankruptcy of two of Detroit’s three auto-
makers, the UAW required an effective leader 
who could balance the interests of members 
and the needs of their employers. 

In Ron Gettelfinger, the UAW certainly had 
a wise and steadfast leader who could come 
to terms with this troubling dynamic and act 
accordingly. 

He understood that saving the imperiled 
union would require a little sacrifice, and also 
he convinced his union to give up some of the 
jobs and benefits it had accumulated over the 
years for a better future. Mr. Gettelfinger thus 
played a crucial role in saving one of the 
United States’ biggest industries during one of 
the nation’s darkest economic hours. 

Today he continues to be an outspoken de-
fender of fair labor laws and better workers’ 
rights, and I hope that he is as successful in 
his future endeavors as he was these past few 
years. 

f 

75TH BIRTHDAY OF SLINGER 
FRANCISCO 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 75th birthday of Slinger 
Francisco, better known as The Mighty Spar-
row or The Birdie. With a career spanning 
over 50 years and counting, entertaining audi-
ences from the Caribbean to Asia and all 
points in between, The Birdie is widely recog-
nized as the ‘‘King of the Calypso World.’’ 

The Mighty Sparrow was born to poor, 
working-class parents in Gran Roi, Grenada 
and migrated to his adopted homeland of Trin-
idad when he was one year old. As a child, he 
attended New Town Boys School and sang in 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, where his talent 
was quickly recognized as he became head 
choirboy. His influences included Nat King 
Cole, Frankie Laine, Sarah Vaughn, Billy 
Eckstein, Frank Sinatra and Ella Fitzgerald, as 
well as calypso pioneers Lord Melody, Lord 
Kitchener, Lord Christo, Lord Invader and the 
Mighty Spoiler. 

The Birdie had found success early with his 
hit ‘‘Jean and Dinah’’ at the age of 20. Not 
satisfied with early success, he followed up 
with a rapid succession of hits including ‘‘Car-
nival Boycott’’, ‘‘P.A.Y.E.’’, ‘‘Russian Satellite’’, 
‘‘Theresa’’, ‘‘Good Citizen’’, ‘‘Salt Fish’’ and 
‘‘Penny Commission’’ just to name a few. His 
songs covered a broad range of socially con-
scious topics including education, tyranny in 
Africa, animal cruelty and the welfare of his 
home of Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Mighty Sparrow’s accomplishments in-
clude multiple Trinidad and Tobago Road 
March Competition titles, multiple Calypso 
Monarch titles, an honorary doctorate from the 
University of the West Indies, and his contribu-
tions to music and society led then-mayor Ed 
Koch to proclaim March 18th, 1986 ‘‘The 
Mighty Sparrow Day.’’ 

I hope all of my colleagues will join me in 
celebrating the birthday and extraordinary 
body of work that The Mighty Sparrow has 
contributed during his career as a lyricist, 
composer, singer, comedian and entertainer. 
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INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION 
THAT HONORS THE PATRIOT 
GUARD RIDERS 

HON. STEVE BUYER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, I come be-
fore you today to offer a resolution that honors 
a group of fine Americans, the Patriot Guard 
Riders. Established in November of 2005, the 
Patriot Guard Riders were created to counter 
protesters of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
who sought to disrupt the funerals of our he-
roes who died serving our country. Today, the 
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